We defer to a separate contribution a detailed discussion of the reasons why we chose not to hyphenate compound group names on a worldwide basis�� A preview of the problems associated with the current AOU policy is available on the World Bird Names website (www�� worldbirdnames��org) �� We urge all our colleagues who may be interested in improving worldwide communication in ornithology and bird conservation to explore the IOC guidelines comprehensively and to become engaged in our continuing efforts to improve them�� -Frank B�� Gill, P.O. Box 428, Rushland, Pennsylvania 18956, USA (e-mail: fbgill@earthlink.net 
